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has had, in a business which was not his first choice, with a
wife whom accident chose for him. He has no thorough-
going character because he has never needed one. It has been
enough for him to do whatever others do, like an indistinguish-
able bee in an instinctive hive. But in him, as in Carol
Kennicott, though not so strongly, there is possibility of
dissent. When one of his friends has come to grief by falling
out of step, Babbitt reconsiders his own situation. A troubling
love affair makes him reflect on his emotional life as he has
never done before. Since he has no gift for thinking, and no
original opinions, he cannot go far in his little rebellion. In a
temporary resentment he struggles to be himself, without
quite knowing what his separate self is. And though he soon
drops back into the rhythm of the community, he has learned
enough to encourage his son in marrying for love and doing
the work he likes best. Babbitt's fling has not been pure folly
but a kind of abortive triumph.

His triumph was generally overlooked by readers, who failed
to notice that this was a classic experience: a man in the midst
of prosperity stopping to weigh and value his possessions.
The familiar theme was lost in the volume of evidence as to
Babbitt's conformity before and after his adventure. Countless
critics saw in Babbitt a proof that the typical American was
like a standard part of a machine, always ready to be fitted
into the national design. It was easy to get such an impression
from the book. Lewis had created a whole city in Zenith, the
principal town in the synthetic Middle Western state of
Winnemac which is impossibly bounded by Michigan, Ohio,
Illinois, and Indiana. Gopher Prairie had been a dusty village;
Zenith was an enterprising town. Lewis was as much at home
in one as in the other. He built the town according to a
minute map he had drawn, even to the plans of houses and
offices. The many characters besides Babbitt come and go in
Zenith with the most convincing naturalness of movement
because their lives had all been painstakingly studied. They
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